Writing an Article Review

Step 1:  Read the article more than once. 

On your second reading, take notes on a separate sheet of paper as you read. Using the format below. Don't copy passages from the article; instead, just jot down important points and facts in your own words so you understand your notes.


Highlight terms you don't understand and try to derive the meaning from context or a dictionary. When you write your review summary, explain what these terms mean in your own words.

Who:  

This article is about…


What:  

In this article…


When: 

The events in this article took place…


Where: 
The events in this article took place….


Why/How?: 
The reason this happened…./or…This happened because…
            (There is not always a why or how.)

Step 2:  Writing the summary/abstract. 

   
To avoid problems of unintentional plagiarism, I suggest that you put the article aside when actually writing up your summary. Use your notes from above to write your summary. If you took care to take notes in your own words with good clear definitions of the terms (again, in your own words), then you will not inadvertently use the authors' words in writing up your summary. Yes, it's plagiarism even if it's unintentional.

Keep the summary short and succinct.  One paragraph will be sufficient for our purposes.  

Step 3:  Proofing the summary/abstract. 

Read the summary out loud slowly. Does it make sense? If you read it to your friend or parent would they understand it? Try it out and see. 

Make sure you have all the key information on your paper; including the article title, author, correct citation and heading.  Attach the article to your summary.  


Reference: MLA: Newspaper 

Important notice: The MLA content below is in reference to the 6th edition of MLA. 

In Print
The basic information you want to include is the author of the article, the name of the article, the name of the newspaper, the city published in if not a national newspaper or indicated by the newspaper name, the date published, the edition (if given), the section (if given), and the page number of the newspaper. 

Format:
Author of Article. "Name of article." Name of Newspaper [City Published] Date Published, Edition, Section: Page Number of Article.

Examples:
· Regen, Phil. "The Reign of the Tiger." The Daily Herald [Chicago] 5 May 2004, 2nd edition: 12+. 

· Note: If an article is written on non-consecutive pages, use a "+" after the first page

· Note: Write the name of the city published in if not indicated by the name of the newspaper

· Tanzil, Sarah. "Red Sox Win World Series." Chicago Tribune 8 Oct. 2004, late edition: B14-15. 


Online 
The MLA handbook requires the author of the article, the name of the article, the name of the newspaper, and the date published. The electronic information you want to add to this citation includes the date accessed and the URL. 

Format:
Author of Article. "Name of article." Name of Newspaper Date Published. Date Accessed <URL>. 

Examples:
· Somashekar, Darshan. "Bioethics and Religion." New York Times on the Web 8 Oct. 2004. 10 Oct. 2004 <http://www.nytimes.com/bioethics>.
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